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Sun Valley Area Neighborhood Council 

General Meeting Minutes for 
Tuesday, August 13, 2013 

6:30pm – 8:30 pm 
 

Villa Scalabrini Retirement Center  
10631 Vinedale Street 
Sun Valley, CA  91352 

 
Board Member 
 

Title Status 

Gary Aggas President Present 
Angelica Dueñas 1st Vice President Present 
Mike O’Gara 2nd VP Present  
Julie Monroy Treasurer Present 
Lysander Cuevas Secretary Present 
Linda Housden Board Member  Present 
Susan A. Bartlett Board Member Present 
Imelda Padilla Board Member Present 
Monica Vacas Board Member Present 
Gerry Prieto Board Member Absence excused 
Carmen Perez Board Member Absence excused 
Luis Medina Board Member Present 
Mark Mardirossian Board Member  Present 
Barbara O’Gara Board Member Present 
Gene Culley Board Member Present 
Sergio Carvajal Board Member Present 
Samuel ‘Sammy’ Palomino Board Member Present 
Sam Khalaf Board Member Absent 
Don Harward Board Member Absent 

  

ITEM 1: Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, Code of Civility, Roll Call 

• Gary called SVANC’s meeting to order at about 06:30 pm 
• The Pledge of Allegiance and SVANC’s Code of Civility were recited 
• Mr. Lysander Cuevas took roll and reminded all attendees that copies of last month’s 

minutes and this month’s meeting agenda were available at the table 
 
ITEM 2: Opening Remarks, (President) Self- introduction of Board Members  

• Mr. Aggas stated that various hand-outs were given to the Board members; one is the 
Dates for Funding form which has to be completed by September 1, 2013.  Also, a hand- 
out with 3 dates for the upcoming Ethics training, and added that this training can also be 
completed online or in person.  

• Mr. Aggas thanked the Executive Board members, including Mike O’Gara, Lysander 
Cuevas, Sam Khalaf, Mark Mardirossian, for attending the meeting to set the agenda for  
August.  Mr. Aggas added that members of the public, Mr. Mylo Koenig. and Ms. Celia 
Garcia, were also present.  

• Mr. Aggas suggested holding the Executive Board meeting on the First Tuesday of each 
month.  

• Mr. Aggas asked fellow board members to introduce themselves, the street they live on, 
and/or what neighborhood/company they represent. 

• Luis Medina, resident, lives on Case Ave 
• Samuel Palomino, Sun Valley resident for the last 19 years 
• Imelda Padilla, lives on Norris, off of Penrose and San Fernando Rd.  
• Gene Culley lives across from Sunland Park 
• Mark Mardirossian, lives on Rincon 



Minutes were approved as amended by the Board at the general meeting held September 10, 2013 

 2 

• Julie Monroy, lives on Beck Avenue 
• Lysander Cuevas, lives on Wheatland Place and Vinedale 
• Linda Housden, lives near Vineland and Saticoy 
• Sergio Carbajal, lives off Vineland Blvd 
• Gary Aggas, lives near Saticoy and Tujunga, near Sun Valley Middle School 
• Angelica Dueñas, lives off Saticoy and Vineland 
• Susan Bartlett lives on Edmore Place and Lanark Street 
• Barbara O’Gara lives near Cayuga and Sheldon 
• Mike O’Gara lives near Cayuga and Sheldon 
• Monica Vacas, lives on Lanark and Glenoaks 

 
ITEM 3: Emergency Personnel from Fire and Police Departments will always be allowed to 

address The Board when they are ready in order to facilitate their schedule. (Officer Esther 
Vasquez, Senior Lead Officer, and Officer Michelle Rodriguez, Senior Lead Officer.)  

- None 
 

ITEM 4: Presentation/announcements from elected officials or their representatives.  
- Mr. Caesar Fabian Huerta, Field Deputy for Nury Martinez’ office—CD6, introduced himself and 

gave a brief background about his professional experience.  Mr. Huerta announced an 
Emergency Preparedness and Medication Workshop, at Sun Valley Library, on September 4th, 
2013, from 11:00am-12:00noon, Mr. Huerta’s email is Caesar.F.Huerta@lacity.org. Mr. Huerta 
said that CD6’s offices in Van Nuys and Sun Valley have been consolidated, but they are 
planning on opening a CD6 District office in Sun Valley very soon.  

- Ms. Julie Monroy asked Mr. Huerta, that personally, she would like to see the CD6 office open 
in Sun Valley and would like to see Councilmember Martinez attend some of SVANC’s 
meetings.   

- Mr. Marco Sanchez, Field Deputy for Assembly member Raul Bocanegra, announced a meeting 
with the Metropolitan Water Board to be held on Friday, August 23, 2013, 07:30AM, 
complimentary breakfast will be served 

- Mr. Sanchez announced a meeting re: “Covered California and the Affordable Care Act” in 
September date TBA 

- Julie Monroy asked Mr. Sanchez to try and plan some of these meetings to be held in Sun 
Valley.  

 
ITEM 5: Public Comment on matters within the Board’s subject-matter jurisdiction.  

- An unidentified member of the public, a landlord in Sun Valley, talked about the importance of 
offering low-cost housing in the City of L.A. 

- An unidentified member of the public, a tenant, stated that due to the above-mentioned 
landlord, he is able to live in the house due to the low rent he pays  

- Mr. Brendan Leonard, Encino resident, undergrad student at the University of Chicago and 
Summer intern at the non-profit environmental organization Food and Water Watch, stated 
that he has been doing a survey at all the NCs regarding the local water supply and the Bay 
Delta Conservation Plan, and what it means for L.A. residents and customers of the 
Metropolitan Water District.  The Plan is a $50 Billion project that would bring water from the 
Bay Delta in Northern Ca., to Central Ca., but L.A. wouldn’t get any water from this source, 
except in an Emergency-earthquake situation. However, as a result of this project, the 
residents of L.A. will have to pay a 9%-11% water rate increase, and yet not get any water 
from this project.  Mr. Leonard added that Los Angeles residents, per household, use the least 
amount of water in the nation. Mr. Leonard has been advocating to vote against this plan 
when included as a ballot measure in a future election. Mr. Leonard’s email is 
Brendanl@uchicago.edu.  

- Answering Ms. Padilla’s questions, Mr. Leonard said that the non-profit where he interns is 
located in Washington DC, and he will be in the area until the end of August. 

 
ITEM 6: Board member comments on matters within the Board’s subject-matter jurisdiction.  

- Ms. Bartlett said that Sun Valley Graffiti Busters is trying to maintain the property around 
Ralph’s market, and stated that a No Trespass Order through LAPD is now in effect to prevent 
loitering activities on this property. 

- Ms. Linda Housden, has been a member for 8-years of the Mayor’s Crisis Response Team, and 
added that members of this team work with the LAPD and LAFD and go out to homicide, 
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suicide, accident scenes, and natural deaths as a way to assist at the scene.  Ms. Housden 
said that training classes for this Crisis Response team, will start on September 9th-October 
23, at LAPD headquarters.  Everyone is welcomed to attend these training classes. 

- Mr. O’Gara’s comments-in part, were inaudible on the recording—he talked about an 
Affordable Housing project on Sheldon, and about the letter that the Planning Committee 
requested permission, from the Board, to write regarding this project was emailed to all Board 
members and he hoped that everyone had a chance to read it. Mr. O’Gara acknowledged that 
last month, 2 board members opposed giving permission/approving the letter written by the 
Planning Committee members regarding this project, therefore Mr. O’Gara suggested that 
other board members volunteer to write letters regarding Planning issues. 

- Ms. Padilla announced her resignation as one of SVANC’s Board members because she was 
recently hired as the field Deputy for Councilwoman Martinez for the Panorama City and North 
Hills East neighborhoods. Ms. Padilla expressed mixed feelings regarding this resignation but 
wished everyone all the best and promised to continue working for the betterment of the 
community.  Ms. Padilla’s contact email is Imelda.padilla@lacity.org    

 
OLD Business: 

ITEM 7: Review, correct and approve minutes from our July 9th, 2013 Board meeting. 
- After amendments were made to the July 9th minutes, a motion was put out on the floor to 

approve the amended minutes by Ms. Monica Vacas and it was seconded by Mr. Luis Medina 
- A motion was made to approve the minutes as amended  
- The motion was on the floor for a vote 
- The motion carried unanimously  

 
NEW Business: 
ITEM 8: Committee Chair Volunteers:  

Outreach: Mr. O’Gara stated that he did not get much response for this project regarding the 
identification of potholes in the community in order to assign the appropriate City resources. 

Planning: Please See Item 17 below 
Community Affairs: None- A new community affairs Chair will be needed for this committee.  
Sun Valley Homeless: Linda said that some of the homeless people have been responding, 
and that new housing is being constructed for them.  She added that the Homeless 
Committee meetings are held on the 3rd Wed. of every month, at 02:30 pm, on Lankershim 
Blvd.  

          By-Laws: None 
Treasurer: Julie Monroy stated that the budget info is on the flyer. Ms. Monroy stated that 
last month, SVANC’s Board approved to spend $50 for the four laminated signs for the office. 
Also, the credit card authorization has not been transferred for the outstanding bills to pay the 
Time Warner Cable bill for the phone and Internet services.  Ms. Monroy stated that as of this 
date SVANC’s budget has a total of $36,950.00. 
- Ms. Monroy stated that DONE is having a funding training for all NC members on August 17, 
2013, at the Pacoima Family Resource Center.   
-Ms Monroy stated that as of September 1st, if a Board Member has not taken DONE’s Ethics 
Training, then the board member will not be allowed to vote on any Items before the Board. 
Beautification:  Ms. Vacas stated that she received a finalized itemized expense report for 
the neighborhood pride day.  Ms. Vacas stated that SVANC contributed $1,000 

          for this event.  
C-PAB: Ms. Bartlett stated that at their last meeting they discussed the issues each 
committees discusses, these include outreach, safety, and security.  The meetings are held 
from 06:00pm-to 07:30pm, at the Japanese Center, on Bradford west of Laurel Canyon, on 
the 2nd Thursday of every month. 

PlanCheck: Sergio Carvajal stated that there is a big problem regarding the ABC Liquor and  
the Liquor licenses that are issued, especially in Sun Valley.  Sergio added that the State 
licenses supersede the City’s licenses.   

 
ITEM 9: Motion /Discussion/Vote to approve Mylo Koenig to fill the open At Large Board Member 

position. Mylo qualifies as a member of Friends of the Sun Valley Library. He has been 
invaluable to SVANC for several months, solving our computer problems, updating our 
website and uploading our “Pot Hole Patrol” campaign. He has also volunteered for 
numerous outreach activities and hasn’t missed a meeting for seven or eight months. 
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- Mr. Aggas made the motion and Mr. O’Gara seconded it. 
-The motion was put out for discussion 
-The motion was on the floor for a vote 
-The motion carried unanimously 

 
ITEM 10: Motion /Discussion/Vote regarding our Executive Board elections. Our Bylaws state that 

our officers will be elected following our board elections on even years and annually on 
alternate years. The present Executive Board was elected one year ago this month, their 
terms expire tonight. If we choose officers tonight, we will need to elect new ones in March, 
2014. Therefore respectively submit the following motions: 
A. Motion to extend the term of the current Executive Board until after the next 

general Board election in Spring, 2014. 

OR 

B. Motion to elect a new Executive Board tonight whose term will expire at the 

next election in Spring, 2014. 

 
-  Mr. O’Gara made the motion to extend the term of the current Executive Board until after the    
 next general Board election in Spring, 2014 and was seconded by Linda Housden 

-  The motion was on the floor for discussion 
-  The motion was on the floor for a vote 
-  The motion carried unanimously 

 

ITEM 11:  Appoint up to 4 Volunteers to the Bylaws Committee. 
- Mr. Aggas asked for volunteers for this committee. Angelica, Mylo, Mike and Sergio 
volunteered.  Mr. Aggas added that he is a member of all committees.  

 

ITEM 12: Appoint Volunteers to the Election Committee chair and 2 members. 
- Mike said that board elections will take place in Spring 2014.  Mr. O’Gara stated that for the 
past two elections the NCs from the Northeast Valley got together to do an election’s outreach 
campaign. 

- Mr. Mark Mardirossian, Mr. Gene Culley, Ms. Monica Vacas, and Mr. Leo Guerrera, stakeholder, 
volunteered to be members of the election committee. Mr. O’Gara briefly explained that the 
committee chair and its members need to get together with other NCs’ chairs and Ms. Cindy 
Cleghorn, Sunland Tujunga NC, to set up an outreach plan to attract more community 
interest/participation and candidates.  The members of this committee will also work closely 
with the City Clerk and DONE to find out about any new rules and policies.  The election’s 
chair will be working very closely with DONE’s rep for Sun Valley Area NC, Mr. Melvin Canas. 

 
ITEM 13: Motion /Discussion/Vote authorize Lysander Cuevas to set up and maintain a SVANC 

FaceBook page. 
- Monica made the motion and was seconded by Imelda 
- Mr. Cuevas said that having a Facebook account will be a great opportunity for outreach and 
for creating a data base of active stakeholders.  Mr. Cuevas said that all of SVANC’s activities, 
pictures and events will be uploaded on this site.  
-  The motion was on the floor for discussion 
-  The motion was on the floor for a vote 
-  The motion carried unanimously 

 
ITEM 14: Motion /Discussion/Vote to approve the president to spend up to $300.00 per month as 

needed for the cost committee meetings, office supplies, and miscellaneous costs to keep the 
NC functioning. 

- Mike made the motion and was seconded by Angelica 
- The motion was on the floor for discussion 
- Mr. Cuevas, on behalf of Ms. Monroy who had to leave a bit early, asked for a detailed, 
itemized list of the supplies and their costs.  Mike said that this money will only be used as 
needed. 
-  The motion was on the floor for a vote 
-  The motion carried unanimously 
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ITEM 15: Motion /Discussion/Vote to approve the LANCC By-Laws. (Tabled from July) 
- Mr. Aggas made the motion and was seconded by Mr. O’Gara 
-  The motion was on the floor for discussion 
- Mike stated that LANCC stands for Los Angeles Neighborhood Council Congress, Mike and 
Gary are SVANC’s reps in this group.  
-  The motion was on the floor for a vote 
-  The motion carried unanimously 

 
ITEM 16: Motion /Discussion/Vote to approve last month’s cost, and to fund our account for next 

month’s anticipated costs. 
- Gary made the motion and was seconded by Luis 
-  The motion was on the floor for discussion 
-  The motion was on the floor for a vote 
-  The motion carried unanimously 

 
ITEM 17: Discussion and Possible Action of the items on the last Planning Committee Agenda: 

- Application for liquor license to be considered. 
o Mike stated that this is the place located at 8420 Lankershim which has a sign outside 

that reads ‘Sports Bar’, but the community was told that it was a restaurant.    
- Proposed Housing development on Petaluma Drive at the top of the hill. 

o Mr. O’Gara stated that the developer wants to develop 14 houses 
- Proposed apartment complex on Sheldon St and Telfair Ave. 

o Mike and Gary are planning on attending the Zoning Administrator’s hearing, on 
Thursday, August 15, 2013, 04:30 pm 

- Still pending: Crown Disposal FEIR and the community Working Group: WIG 
o Mike said that he and Gary, along with other community groups/associations, have 

been attending meetings regarding this project and have been meeting with CD6 staff.  
Mike said that a proposal with conditions were presented to Crown Disposal, and are 
awaiting their response. 

 

These planning Items on agenda are subject to Discussion and Possible 

Action. 
 

The Land Use Committee will meet the 4th Monday of every month. 
 

  

ITEM 18: PUBLIC COMMENT 

- An unidentified member of the public spoke about the property on Sheldon and Telfair street, 
which is having problems with illegal dumping.  He also invited everyone to Councilmember 
Martinez’ swearing-in ceremony on September 7th, 2013.  

- Ms. Angelica thanked the Board for their assistance and understanding of her personal 
schedule.   

- Ms. Housden informed the Board that she will not be able to attend the Land Use Committee 
meetings in September or October.  

- Mr. Gary thanked Imelda for her service and wished her good luck.  
 
ITEM 19: Adjournment – a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at approximately 08:10 pm. 

 


